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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
I n te r c o l le g ia te  a th l e t i c s  i s  an e s ta b lish e d  fu n c tio n  o f  most 
c o lle g e s  and u n iv e r s i t ie s  today . Although f irm ly  embedded in  American 
h ig h er education , th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f a th le t i c s  w ith h ig h er education  
has e l i c i t e d  co n sid e rab le  debate during  th e  l a s t  decade. In  1961 Cole 
(26) sa id , "The p ro p er r e la t io n s h ip  o f in te r c o l le g ia te  sp o rts  to  the 
g en era l framework o f h ig h e r education  i s  a problem , varying in  i t s  
scope and in te n s i ty  from one in s t i t u t i o n  to  an o th e r. But i t  i s  n o t a 
problem w ithout a  so lu tio n  o r so lu tio n s ."  E ducators have f e l t  f o r  many 
y ea rs  th a t  co lleg e  a th l e t i c s  has w ith in  i t s  framework th e  d e s ira b le  
a t t r ib u te s  fo r  a complete and s a t is f a c to ry  a f f i l i a t i o n  w ith education . 
Yet a t  the same tim e, i t  looms as  one of th e  most co rro s iv e  th r e a ts  
th a t  has ever challenged  th e  honesty  and in te g r i ty  o f h ig h e r  educa tio n .
College a th l e t i c s  i s  p re s e n tly  cen te red  in  a t r a n s i t io n a l  s ta te  
between amateurism and p ro fe ss io n a lism . The p u b lic  demand fo r  winning 
teams has n e c e s s ita te d  in c reased  c o lleg e  a th le t i c  ex p en d itu res . P ro ­
fe s s io n a l re c ru itm en t o f p ro sp ec tiv e  a th le te s ,  the  o f fe r in g  of la r g e r  
and g re a te r  number o f sc h o la rsh ip s , and expensive modes o f t r a v e l  a re  
examples o f  c o s tly  expend itu res modern a th le t i c  teams must absorb i f  
they  wish to  remain in  t h i s  v ic io u s  winning c i r c l e .  These expend itu res 
n e c e s s i ta te  a scrupulous ev a lu a tio n  of contemporary a th le t i c  program s. 
I t  i s  q u ite  p o s s ib le  th a t  in te r c o l le g ia te  a th le t i c s  i s  n o t an in te g ra l  
component o f h ig h er education , b u t a c tu a lly  i s  a non-educational fe ed e r 
system fo r  p ro fe s s io n a l s p o r ts .
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As a c o lle g e  s tu d e n t, th e  a th le te  must advance s c h o la s t ic a l ly  in  
p u r s u i t  o f  h is  fu tu re  g o a ls , presum ably to  earn a co lle g e  degree . Hope­
f u l ly ,  th e  a t h l e t e 's  a th le t i c  endeavors a t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  le v e l  w il l  be 
secondary to  h is  s c h o la s tic  a tta in m e n ts .
A th le te s  f o r  many y e a rs  have been considered poor s tu d e n ts ; com­
monly today c a l le d  "dumb jo c k s ."  T h is adage has never been su b s ta n tia te d . 
S tu d ie s , to  d a te , d ea lin g  w ith  th e  re la t io n s h ip  o f  a th le t i c  p a r t ic ip a t io n  
to  academic perform ance, have y ie ld ed  c o n f lic tin g  and in co n c lu siv e  r e ­
s u l t s .  H all (1 3 ), Reals and Reess (2 7 ), S lu sh er (3 1 ), Savage (1 5 ), 
Hindman (1 6 ), and Cooper and Davis (5) rep o rted  th a t  a th le te s  tend to  
be s l ig h t ly  i n f e r io r  to  n o n -a th le te s  when compared on in te l l ig e n c e  and 
g rades earned . In  c o n tra s t ,  Jones (2 0 ), Ray (2 6 ), Eidsmoe (9 , 1 0 ), 
Rehberg and S chafer ( 7) ,  Edwards (8 ) , and Reeder ( 28) in d ic a te d  th a t  
the  academic perform ance o f a th le te s  was equal to  o r  above th a t  o f non- 
a th e le te s  as  measured by in te l l ig e n c e  and grades earned .
At th e  U n iv ers ity  o f Montana, e f fo r ts  a re  being  made to  a sse ss  
th e  s c h o la s tic  achievement o f a th le te s .  The fo llow ing  study  i n i t i a t e d  
t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  and s p e c i f ic a l ly  assessed  th e  s c h o la s tic  achievement 
o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana.
The Problem
The purpose o f th i s  s tudy  was to  determ ine th e  s c h o la s tic  achieve­
ment o f  f in a n c ia l ly  aided undergraduate s tu d en ts  who engaged in  i n t e r ­
c o l le g ia te  fo o tb a ll  and b a s k e tb a ll  a t  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana during  
th e  y e a rs  1965 through 1969. In  conducting th i s  in v e s tig a tio n  co n s id e r­
a tio n  was given to  the  fo llow ing  questio n s:
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1 . Did f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  in  f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  
d i f f e r  from undergraduate male s tu d en ts  in  o v e r -a l l  grade p o in t average 
(GPA) during t h i s  p erio d  of time?
2. Did f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  in  fo o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  
d i f f e r  from th e  undergraduate male and fem ale u n iv e rs i ty  p o p u la tio n  in  
o v e r -a l l  GPA during  th i s  p e rio d  o f time?
3. Did f in a n c ia l ly  aided  fo o tb a ll  p la y e rs  d i f f e r  from f in a n c i ­
a l ly  aided b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  in  o v e r -a l l  GPA during  th i s  time p eriod?
U. Did th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  
p la y e rs  d i f f e r  w ith re sp e c t to  th e i r  major f i e ld s  o f  study during  t h i s  
tim e period?
5„ Did th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  
p la y e rs , th a t  graduated  during th e  y ea rs  1965-1969, d i f f e r  in  r e la t io n  
to  t h e i r  m ajor f i e ld s  o f study?
6 . What was th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided fo o tb a ll  and b a s k e tb a ll  
p la y e rs  during the m ajor q u a r te r  o f com petition  during th i s  p e rio d  o f 
time?
7o What was th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided  t r a n s f e r  a th le te s  
during th i s  p erio d  o f  time?
8o Did the  GPA of t r a n s f e r  and n o n - tra n s fe r  f in a n c ia l ly  aided  
f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  d i f f e r  during  th i s  p e rio d  of tim e?
9. What was th e  withdrawal r a t e  o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided fo o tb a l l  
and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  during th i s  period?
D efin itio n  o f Terms
The fo llow ing  terms a re  defined  a s  th ey  were used in  th i s  study?
F in a n c ia lly  aided a th l e t e s R efers to  th e  male undergraduate
u
s tu d en t who rece iv ed  f in a n c ia l  a id ,  e i th e r  sch o la rsh ip  o r  work study , 
and played  f o o tb a l l  o r b a s k e tb a ll  during  the y ea rs  1965-1969.
Academic achievements R efers to  the cum ulative grade p o in t 
average (GPA) o f th e  a th le te s .
Cumulative GPA; R efers to  th e  grade p o in t average (academic 
achievement) a s  determ ined by th e  U n iv ers ity  o f  Montana r e g i s t r a r 's  
o f f ic e .  The GPA of a  s tu d en t i s  th e  r a t io  o f honor p o in ts  to  h is  t o t a l  
number o f h o u rs. Grading i s  based upon a fo u r-p o in t systems U.O = Aj
3 .0  -  Bj 2 .0  = Cj 1 .0  = Dj 0 .0  = F .
In d iv id u a l GPAs R efers to  th e  cum ulative GPA o f each f in a n c ia l ly  
aided  fo o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  a th le te  th a t  i s  to ta le d  fo r  one y ea r (h is  
f i r s t  y ea r as a v a r s i ty  a th le te )  and n o t in  subsequent y e a rs  o f  p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n . T h erefo re , new GPA's were f ig u re d  each y ea r w ith new members, 
e i th e r  freshmen o r  t r a n s f e r s .
Team GPAs R efers to  th e  cum ulative GPA o f a l l  f in a n c ia l ly  aided 
f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  a th le te s  th a t  are  to ta le d  f o r  every y ea r o f 
v a r s i ty  com petition  of a l l  team members, in c lu d in g  re tu rn e e s  and new 
members. T herefo re , th e  team GPA d id  in c lu d e  some re p e a ts  from th e  
preced ing  y e a r .
Major q u a r te r  o f co m p etitio n s R efers to  th e  q u a r te r  in  which 
th e  m ajor p o r tio n  o f  th a t  sp o rt was in  com petition . The f o o tb a l l  quar­
t e r  would be f a l l  q u a r te r j  b a sk e tb a ll  would be w in te r q u a r te r .
T ra n sc r ip t% R efers to  th e  academic record  kep t by th e  r e g i s t r a r 's  
o f f ic e  con ta in ing  th e  academic courses pursued and GPA earned by each 
u n iv e rs i ty  s tu d en t.
T ransfer a th le te s  R efers to  a s tu d en t a th le te  who tra n s fe re d
from e i th e r  a  ju n io r  co lleg e  o r  a fo u r-y e a r  c o lleg e  o r u n iv e r s i ty  to  
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana.
Male undergraduate samples R efers to  a l l  male undergraduate 
s tu d en ts  e n ro lle d  a t  the U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana during  th e  y ea rs  1965 
through 1969=
U n iv e rs ity  undergraduate p o p u la tio n s R efers to  a l l  male and 
fem ale undergraduate s tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana 
du ring  th e  y e a rs  1965 through 1969. The Dean o f S tudents supp lied  th e  
GPA f o r  a l l  m ales and fem ales.
CHAPTER I I
METHODS AND PROCEDURES
S u b jec ts
The 1U5 su b je c ts  were those  studen ts  who, according to  a th le t ic  
departm ent re co rd s , had rece iv ed  f in a n c ia l  a id  and p layed  fo o tb a ll  o r 
b a s k e tb a l l ,  during  the y e a rs  1965-1966, 1966-1967, 1967-1968, and 1968- 
1969. N o n -tran sfe r a th le te s  must have received  f in a n c ia l  a id  fo r  two 
y e a rs  to  be included  in  th e  study . A th le te s  th a t  tr a n s fe r re d  to  the 
U n iv e rs ity  of Montana from a ju n io r  co lleg e  o r a  fo u r-y e a r  in s t i tu t io n  
were included  in  th e  s tu d y , w ith th e  grade p o in t  average o f th e i r  p r e ­
v ious c o lleg e  work f ig u re d  in to  t h e i r  GPA a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana. 
A ll t r a n s f e r  s tu d en ts  th a t  received  a id  f o r  a t  l e a s t  one y e a r  were 
inc luded  in  th e  s tudy .
D ata ga thered  f o r  t h i s  s tudy  included  th e  cum ulative grade p o in t 
averages o f a l l  s u b je c ts ' classw ork a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  and, in  th e  case 
o f t r a n s f e r  s tu d en ts , classw ork th a t  had been completed a t  d if f e r e n t  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I t  should be noted  th a t  some o f  th e  a th le te s  a re  s t i l l  
in  sch o o l, some withdrew from schoo l, and o th e rs  have graduated from 
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana. No attem pt was made to  study  each of th ese  
groups s e p a ra te ly  except f o r  GPA. Thus, th e  GPA's given f o r  teams and 
in d iv id u a ls  w il l  r e f l e c t  two and sometimes th re e  o f th e se  groups of 
a th le te s .  A dd itional in fo rm ation  was c o lle c te d  to  determ ines th e  number 
o f a th le te s  th a t  g raduated ; th e  number o f q u a r te rs  i t  took f o r  g raduation  
th e  number of hours c a r r ie d  and GPA's earned during the  m ajor q u a r te r  o f
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com petition? and th e i r  m ajor f i e l d  o f study . The above in fo rm atio n  was 
gathered  r e l a t iv e  to  teams and then  broken down in to  sp e c if ic  groups, 
such as t r a n s f e r  s tu d e n ts , g rad u a te s , s tu d en ts  s t i l l  in  schoo l, and 
s tu d en ts  who withdrew.
Procedure
1 . The l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t iv e  to  the  s c h o la s tic  achievement o f 
a th le te s  was review ed.
2. The su b je c ts  were ob tained  from th e  a th l e t i c  departm ent 
re c o rd s .
3. Each s u b je c t 's  t r a n s c r ip t  was ob tained  from th e  r e g i s t r a r 's
o f f ic e .
U. The su b je c ts  were grouped according to  s p o r t ,  whether they 
were t r a n s f e r s  o r n o n - tra n s fe r s ,  and according to  academic m ajors.
E>. C alcu la tio n  of d a ta , according to  th e  above groups, was 
f ig u re d  so in d iv id u a l,  team , and combined r e s u l t s  o f  th e se  a th le te s ' 
rec o rd s  could be used f o r  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  s u b je c ts .
6 . D iscussion o f th e  d a ta  was in te rp re te d  through q u estio n s  and 
review  o f  r e la te d  l i t e r a t u r e .
7. Summary, conc lu sio n s , and recommendations were made accord­
in g  to  the  d a ta .
Treatm ent o f Data
1 . In d iv id u a l and team GPA's o f 1U5 f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  
were compared to  -the GPA's of male undergraduate s tu d en ts  and to  the  
male and female undergraduate u n iv e r s i ty  s tu d e n ts .
2o The GPA's o f f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  were compared.
3 . The (P A 's  o f t r a n s f e r  and n o n - tra n s fe r  p la y e rs  were compared„
I4.0 The GPA's o f lltf> f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  according to
m ajor f ie ld s  o f study  were compared.
5 . The GPA's o f a l l  g rad u a tes , w ithdraw als, and s tu d en ts  s t i l l
in  school were analyzed .
6 . The GPA's of a th le te s  during  th e  m ajor q u a r te r  o f  com petition  
were compared to  t h e i r  cum ulative GPA's.
CHAPTER I I I
ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF DATA
The s c h o la s tic  a tta in m en t, as dem onstrated by GPA, of f in a n c ia l ly  
aided f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana w ill  
be p resen ted  in  t h i s  c h a p te r . The use o f qu estio n s a s  an in v e s t ig a t iv e  
to o l was u t i l i z e d  to  p rov ide  a  more v iv id  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  d a ta . Each 
question  w i l l  be analyzed in  r e la t io n  to  th e  d a ta  secured and in te g ra te d  
in to  a review  o f r e la te d  l i t e r a t u r e .
A nalysis  o f  R esu lts
( 1 . Did f in a n c ia l ly  aided  a th le te s  in  fo o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll
d i f f e r  from th e  undergraduate male s tu d en ts  in  o v e r fa l l  GPA during  th is  
p e rio d  of tim e?
S evera l s tu d ie s  have compared th e  s c h o la s tic  achievem ent o f 
a th le te s  to  n o n -a th le te s . S ince most s tu d ie s  evidence many d isc rep an ­
c ie s ,  th e  e f f e c ts  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  sp o rts  on academic perform ance 
i s  w ithout agreement.
Data secured in  t h i s  study  revealed  th a t  the  cum ulative GPA of 
1U5> f in a n c ia l ly  aided fo o tb a ll  and b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e rs  was 2 .37 . The 
cum ulative GPA of th e  undergraduate male s tu d en ts  was 2 .38 . T herefo re , 
th e  d iffe re n c e  between th e  groups i s  obv iously  n e g l ig ib le .  However, a 
f u r th e r  a n a ly s is  by sp o rt shows th e  cum ulative GPA f o r  f in a n c ia l ly  
aided fo o tb a ll  p la y e rs  was 2.33* s l ig h t ly  low er than th a t  o f th e  under­
g raduate  male s tu d e n t. The b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs ' GPA of 2.1*6 was somewhat
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h ig h e r  than th a t  o f  th e  male undergraduate s tu d e n t. The combined GPA 
of f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  teams was 2.1*0. T herefo re , a th le te s  d id  
earn a  s l ig h t ly  h ig h e r  GPA than  d id  undergraduate male s tu d en ts  during 
th i s  same tim e p e r io d . A t e s t  o f s ig n if ic a n c e  could n o t be run as th e  
s tan d a rd  d e v ia tio n  o f th e  male group was u n a v a ila b le .
The team GPA would be the  b e s t  measure to  use in  comparing 
a th le te s  w ith  th e  n o n -a th le tic  group. The in d iv id u a l GPA does n o t 
r e f l e c t  rep ea ted  GPA's from one y e a r  to  th e  n e x t,  whereas th e  team GPA 
does. In  f ig u r in g  th e  undergraduate male GPA, each s tu d e n t 's  GPA was 
re f ig u re d  f o r  each y ea r th a t  he was in  schoo l. T herefo re , th e  team 
GPA o f 2.1*0 would be th e  most a cc u ra te  in d ic a to r  o f  s c h o la s tic  ach ieve­
ment.
P a n g le 's  (2l*) f iv e -y e a r  study o f 101 h igh  school g raduates com­
pared  th e  grades o f  f o o tb a ll  and b a sk e tb a ll  p a r t ic ip a n ts  to  n o n -p a r ti­
c ip a n ts .  The a n a ly s is ,  as  measured by  th e  " t"  t e s t ,  in d ic a te d  th a t  
th e re  was no s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n c e  between p a r t ic ip a n ts  and non­
p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  grade p o in t averages.
A study of h igh  school a th le te s  in  Iowa by Eidsmoe (9 , 10) 
rev ea led  some in te r e s t in g  f a c ts  about th e  sc h o la s tio  achievement of 
a th le te s .  I t  was found th a t  over a  p erio d  o f one sem ester th e  grade 
p o in t  average o f 168 b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e rs  was 2.566 as compared to  2.186 
f o r  th e i r  n o n -p a r tic ip a tin g  o lassm ates. Eidsm oe's l a t e r  study  o f  30 
top-ranked high school f o o tb a ll  teams found th e  GPA of 592 fo o tb a l l  
p la y e rs  to  be 2.523» whereas th e  GPA of t h e i r  n o n -p a rtio ip a tin g  o la s s ­
m ates was 2.085. An in te re s t in g  su b jec t a n a ly s is  o f  th e  f o o tb a l l  
p la y e rs  as compared to  th e i r  c lassm ates showed*
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N o n -a th le te
A th le te s  C lassm ates
E nglish  2 M 5  2*175
Math 2 oU50 2.125
H isto ry  2 <>533 2.000
Science 2.3!?0 2.000
K rem er's study  (19) o f 219 a th le te s  and 18U n o n -a th le te s  in  s ix  
h igh  schools o f Monroe County, M ichigan, concluded th a t  a th le te s  ex­
ceeded n o n -a th le te s  s c h o la s t ic a l ly  by over o n e - th ird  of a l e t t e r  grade 
when grade averages were f ig u re d .
Schafer and Armer (30) found 585 a th le t i c  and n o n -a th le tic  boys 
to  have .52 of a  grade p o in t d iffe re n c e  in  GPA. On a  fo u r-p o in t grading 
s c a le , th e  a t h l e t e s 1 GPA was 2*35 and th e  n o n -a th le tic  group was I . 83 . 
T his study i s  more s ig n i f ic a n t  than most s tu d ie s  because i t  attem pted 
to  co n tro l f iv e  v a r ia b le s  in  grouping th e  a th le te s  and n o n -a th le te s . 
S u b jec ts  were grouped according  to  year in  school, measured in te l l ig e n c e ,  
f a t h e r 's  occupation , p rev ious GPA, and curricu lum .
One of th e  e a r l i e r  in v e s tig a tio n s  o f  co lle g e  a th l e t i c s  d ire c te d  
by Savage and rep o rted  by Hindman (16) in d ic a te d  th a t  a th le te s  tend  to  
be s l ig h t ly  i n f e r io r  to  n o n -a th le te s  in  measured in te l l ig e n c e  and grades 
earned . These in v e s t ig a t io n s  were c a r r ie d  ou t in  se v e ra l co lleg e s  and 
u n iv e r s i t ie s  throughout th e  United S ta te s  during  th e  1920 's and 1 930 's 
Savage a lso  re p o rte d  th a t  more a th le te s  received  grades n e a r  th e  f a i l in g  
mark than did  n o n -a th le te s , and th a t  more a th le te s  were p laced  on aca­
demic p ro b a tio n  than were n o n -a th le te s .
Cooper and Davis (5) summarized sev era l in v e s t ig a t io n s  f o r  a 29 
y ea r p e rio d , and concluded th a t  in  most cases th e  n o n -a th le te  perform s 
s l ig h t ly  b e t t e r  in  school work than does th e  a th le te ,  although th e  
d iffe re n c e s  a re  n o t s ig n if ic a n t .
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The d a ta  o f  t h i s  study  would in d ic a te  th a t  the d iffe re n c e  o f GPA 
between a th le te s  and n o n -a th le te s  i s  n e g l ig ib le . The l im i ta t io n s  o f 
th i s  study  and th e  sev e ra l s tu d ie s  rep o rted  were th e  lack  of equal sam­
p le s ,  varying methods o f m easuring s c h o la s tic  achievem ent, and th e  
f a i lu r e  to  compare a th le te s  and n o n -a th le te s  on s im ila r  c u r r ic u la .  The 
v ario u s  methods o f  measuring and ev a lu a tin g  th e  s c h o la s tic  achievem ent 
o f a th le te s  accounts f o r  the  in e f f ic a c y  to  g ive  conclusive  r e s u l t s .  I t  
i s  suggested th a t  fu tu re  s tu d ie s  o f academic achievement o f a th le te s  be 
conducted w ith  b e t t e r  c o n tro lle d  v a r ia b le s  over a lo n g er p e rio d  o f tim e.
2. Did f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  in  fo o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  
d i f f e r  from th e  undergraduate male and fem ale u n iv e rs i ty  p o p u la tio n  in  
o v e r -a l l  (PA during  th i s  p e rio d  o f time?
Data r e l a t iv e  to  th i s  q uestion  appear in  Table I .  The cum ulative 
GPA f o r  th e  f u o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  teams from 1965 through 1969 was
TABLE I
YEARLY GRADE POINT AVERAGE COMPARISONS
Year Male Hale & Female
F o o tb a ll & 
B asketball 
Teams
In d iv id u a l
1965-1966 2.28 2.37 2.53 2.53
1966-1967 2.35 2.1*6 2.1*3 2.29
1967-1968 2.1*0 2.51 2.1a 2.36
1968-1969 2.1*7 2.57 2.26 2.16
CUMULATIVE 2.38 2.1*8 2.1*0 2.37
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2.1*0. The cum ulative undergraduate male and fem ale GPA f o r  th e  same 
p e rio d  was 2.1*8. T h erefo re , th e  team GPA of a th le te s  was s l ig h t ly  lower 
than  th a t  o f th e  n o n -a th le tic  male and fem ale u n iv e r s i ty  group. A t e s t  
o f s ig n if ic a n c e  could n o t he run as th e  standard  d ev ia tio n  of th e  a l l ­
u n iv e rs i ty  group was u n av a ila b le .
The (PA comparison of ll*5 f in a n c ia l ly  aided  a th le te s  to  under­
g raduate  u n iv e r s i ty  p o p u la tio n  lik ew ise  shows th e  in d iv id u a l GPA to  be 
somewhat low er than  th e  (PA o f th e  u n iv e rs i ty  n o n -a th le tic  group.
A f u r th e r  exam ination o f Table I  re v e a ls  th a t  as th e  undergradu­
a te  male (PA and th e  combined male and fem ale GPA s te a d ily  in c reased  
each y e a r , th e  team and in d iv id u a l GPA’s o f a th le te s  s te a d ily  decreased . 
More s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  from 1965-1969 th e  undergraduate male GPA in c reased  
.19 o f a  grade p o in t  and th e  combined male and female average a lso  i n ­
creased  .20 o f a grade p o in t .  However, during  th i s  same tim e p e rio d  
th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  decreased  
.27 of a grade p o in t .  Such a decrease i s  r a th e r  s ig n if ic a n t  in  view of 
th e  f a c t  th a t  a th le te s  must m ain ta in  a t  l e a s t  a 1 .6  GPA in  o rder to  be 
e l ig ib le  to  p a r t ic ip a te  and were compared w ith  s tu d en ts  who in  many 
cases d id  n o t m ain ta in  a 1 .6  GPA. A lso, i t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t  in  th a t  i t  
i s  more d i f f i c u l t  to  change th e  GPA of a la rg e  group such as th e  u n i­
v e r s i ty  male and fem ale pop u la tio n  than  to  change th e  GPA of th e  sm aller 
a th le t i c  group. An in te rp r e ta t io n  o f th e  d a ta  as shown in  Tables I ,  I I ,  
V, and VI seems to  in d ic a te  why th e  (PA of th e  a th le t i c  group dec lin ed  
during th i s  tim e p e r io d . According to  Table I I ,  the  team GPA o f fo o t­
b a l l  p la y e rs  dec lin ed  .30 of a  grade p o in t from 1965 to  1969. The team 
(PA of the  b a s k e tb a ll  group d ec lin ed  .17 of a  grade p o in t bu t th e  g re a t­
e s t  d e c lin e  occurred  during  the  school y ear 1968-1969. A la rg e  drop
Hi
fo r  f o o tb a l l  p la y e rs  a lso  occtirred during  th e  1968-1969 school y e a r .
The co n s id e rab le  in c re a se  in  f in a n c ia l ly  aided  fo o tb a ll  p la y e rs  from 32 
to  $2 over a  fo u r-y e a r  p erio d  seems to  in d ic a te  th a t  more emphasis was 
being p laced  on f o o tb a l l .  The la rg e  d e c lin e  o f th e  in d iv id u a l GPA of 
f o o tb a l l  p la y e rs  from 2.9U in  1969 to  2.12 in  1969 in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  
s c h o la s tic  a tta in m en t o f new f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  was co n sid e rab ly  
l e s s  than those  f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  during  th e  1969-1966 school 
y e a r . L ikew ise, th e  d ec lin e  in  th e  CPA o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided b a s k e tb a ll  
p la y e rs  ranged from 2.91 to  2 .2 7 . Examination o f  Table VI shows a  s ig ­
n i f i c a n t  in c re a se  in  f in a n c ia l ly  aided t r a n s f e r  a th le te s  in  f o o tb a l l .  
More s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  th e  in c rease  in  t r a n s f e r  fo o tb a l l  p la y e rs  was th re e  
tim es g re a te r  than  th e  p rev ious two y e a rs . At th e  same tim e, th e  GPA 
of th e  t r a n s f e r  f o o tb a l l  a th le te s  d ec lin ed  from 2.28 to  2.0U. Even 
though th e  number o f t r a n s f e r  b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  d id  n o t in c re a se  during  
th i s  tim e p e r io d , a  drop o f .22 o f a  grade p o in t  p o ss ib ly  in d ic a te s  th e  
r e c ru i t in g  of m arginal t r a n s f e r  s tu d e n t a th le te s .  The d ec lin e  i n  GPA 
from 2.28 to  2.0b f o r  t r a n s f e r  f o o tb a l l  p la y e rs  lik ew ise  seems to  in ­
d ic a te  th e  rec ru itm en t o f m arg inal s tu d en t a th le te s  in  f o o tb a l l .
In  summary, a p o ss ib le  ex p lan a tio n  f o r  th e  d ec lin e  in  GPA’s of 
f in a n c ia l ly  a ided  a th le te s  was due in  p a r t  to  th e  recru itm en t o f  a  
r a th e r  la rg e  number o f m arginal t r a n s f e r  s tu d e n ts . In  view o f  t h i s  pos­
s i b i l i t y ,  one wonders i f  th e  rec ru itm en t program i s  aimed a t  securing  
s tu d en ts  who a re  p r im a r ily  academ ically  ab le  to  c a rry  on c o lle g e  work.
3. Did f in a n c ia l ly  aided  fo o tb a ll  p la y e rs  d i f f e r  from f in a n c ia l ly  
aided b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  in  o v e r - a l l  GPA d uring  t h i s  p erio d  of tim e?
Table I I  compares th e  GPA’s o f f in a n c ia l ly  a ided  fo o tb a l l  and 
b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e r s .  The f a c t  th a t  more a th le te s  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  fo o t­
b a l l  than  b a s k e tb a ll  accounts f o r  some o f  th e  d if fe re n c e  between th ese  
two groups. The b ask e tb a ll p la y e rs  earned GPA's, in  th re e  o f  th e  l a s t  
fo u r y e a rs , th a t  ranged from .10 to  .18 o f a  grade p o in t  h ig h er than 
th a t  o f  th e  f o o tb a l l  group. Although th i s  d iffe re n c e  was n o tic e a b le , 
i t  was n o t s ig n i f ic a n t  a t  th e  .05 le v e l  o f  confidence. The comparison 
o f t h e i r  In d iv id u a l CPA's a lso  shows th a t  th e  GPA o f th e  b a sk e tb a ll  
group was h ig h e r  than th e  f o o tb a l l  group in  th re e  o f th e  l a s t  fo u r  y e a rs .
TABLE I I
GPA COMPARISONS OF FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL PLATERS
1965-1969
Tear
F o o tb a ll B asketba ll F o o tb a ll B ask e tb a ll
No,. Team S* No. Team S No. In d iv . No. In d iv .
1965-1966 32 2.5U .11 17 2.51 .51 32 2.51* 17 2.51
1966-1967 39 2.1*0 .10 13 2.52 .11* 16 2.19 6 2.55
1967-1968 5U 2.36 .11 18 2 .51* •U3 3U 2.32 10 2.1*8
1968-1969 52 2.21* .13 16 2 , 31* .27 23 2.12 7 2.27
CUMULATIVE 177 2.37 .11 61* 2.1*8 .1*1 105 2.33 l a 2.1*6
* S tandard d e v ia tio n .
I f  one compares th e  teams s e p a ra te ly  to  th e  undergraduate male and f e ­
male GPA (Table I)  some in te r e s t in g  r e s u l t s  a re  o b ta in ed . These ares
( l )  The GPA o f th e  f o o tb a l l  group was low er than th a t  o f  th e  
undergraduate male and fem ale group in  th re e  of th e  fo u r  y e a rs  s tu d ie d .
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(2) The cum ulative GPA of th e  fo o tb a ll  group was .11 of a  grade 
p o in t low er th an  th a t  o f th e  undergraduate male and fem ale group.
(3) The GPA o f th e  b a s k e tb a ll  group was h ig h er than  th a t  o f th e  
undergraduate male and female group in  th re e  o f the  fo u r  y ea rs  s tu d ie d .
(U) The b a sk e tb a ll  group and th e  undergraduate male and fem ale 
group had id e n t ic a l  cum ulative GPA’s f o r  th e  fo u r  y e a rs  s tu d ie d .
Comparisons o f th e  in d iv id u a l GPA's o f bo th  f o o tb a l l  and b a sk e t­
b a l l  p la y e rs  y ie ld e d  s im ila r  r e s u l t s  w ith th e  b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  con­
s i s t e n t ly  earn ing  GPA's th a t  were comparable to  th e  undergraduate male 
and fem ale p o p u la tio n . I n  a d d itio n , th e  f o o tb a l l  p la y e rs  c o n s is te n t ly  
earned GPA's low er than  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  group. Eidsmoe ( 9 ,  10) and fyan 
(19) found r e s u l t s  th a t  were q u ite  s im ila r  to  those j u s t  re p o rte d . 
Eidsmoe s tu d ied  h igh  school f o o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e r s ' GPA.
U. Did th e  GPA o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  
p la y e rs  d i f f e r  w ith  re sp e c t to  t h e i r  m ajor f i e ld  o f study during  th i s  
p e rio d  o f tim e?
Table i n  in d ic a te s  th a t  tw elve m ajor f i e ld s  o f  study were 
rep resen ted  by th e  su b jec ts  in  t h i s  in v e s tig a tio n *  The la r g e s t  p o r­
t io n  (U5*) o f  th e  a th le te s  m ajored i n  H ealth  and P h y s ic a l Education 
and earned a  cum ulative GPA o f 2 .2 2 , which was th e  low est o f  th e  major 
d is c ip l in e s  rep re se n te d . Tw enty-three a th le te s  (l££ ) were B usiness 
A dm in istra tion  m ajors and earned th e  h ig h e s t GPA of 2 .57 . F if te e n  
p e rc e n t o f  th e  f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  m ajored in  H is to ry  and 
P o l i t i c a l  Science and earned a  cum ulative GPA o f 2.55* The rem aining 
25 p e rce n t o f  th e  f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  earned GPA's th a t  ranged 
from 1 .79  to  3*21 and rep resen ted  n in e  academio a re a s .
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TABLE I I I
ATHLETES' GPA ACCORDING TO MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY
196^-1969
Major F ie ld  o f Study No. P ercen tage GPA
H ealth and P h y sic a l Education 65 U5* 2.22
H is to ry  and P o l i t i c a l  Science 23 15 2.55
B usiness A dm in istra tion 23 15 2.57
Education 11 8 2.2U
Science 5 3 2.53
L ib e ra l A rts h 3 2.18
Pre-Medecine 3 2 3.21
Mathematics 3 2 2.35
E nglish 3 2 2.39
F o re s try 2 1 2.30
Psychology 2 1 2.23
Philosophy 1 1 1.79
TOTALS 1U5 100* 2.37
5• Did th e  GPA o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  
p la y e rs , t h a t  graduated  du ring  th e  y ears  1965-1969, d i f f e r  in  r e la t io n  
to  t h e i r  m ajor f i e ld  o f study?
The mean GPA, a s  shown in  Table 17, o f  th e  53 f in a n c ia l ly  aided 
a th le te s  th a t  g raduated  was 2 .5 6 . T heir g rad u atin g  GPA ranged from
2.U0 f o r  th o se  m ajoring in  Education to  2.82 f o r  th o se  g raduating  in
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B usiness A d m in istra tio n . The mean number o f  q u a r te rs  needed f o r  gradu­
a tio n  of f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  was U i . l .  At the  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
M innesota, S te c k le in  and Dameron (3U) in d ic a te d  th a t  a th le te s  took an 
average o f 13*3 q u a r te rs  to  earn  t h e i r  fo u r-y e a r  degrees. The l a r g e s t  
group (U7*) o f g raduating  a th le te s  majored in  H ealth  and P h y sica l Edu­
c a tio n  and earned a  GPA o f 2.U1. A lso, H ealth  and P h y sica l Education 
g raduates  averaged l b . 3 q u a r te rs  to  earn an undergraduate deg ree . 
A th le te s  th a t  m ajored in  B usiness A dm in istra tion  earned t h e i r  degrees 
in  13.5  q u a r te rs  and made up 21 p e rce n t o f  f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  
th a t  g raduated . The 2.72 GPA o f a th le te s  m ajoring in  H isto ry  and P o l i ­
t i c a l  Science ranked second in  g raduating  GPA'sj however, they  ranked 
f i r s t  in  th e  few est q u a r te rs  needed f o r  g rad u atio n  w ith 1 3 .1 . The 
rem aining a th le te s  (15*) th a t  graduated majored in  Education, S c ien ce , 
and F o re s try ,  w ith  GPA's o f  2.U0, 2 .81 , and 2.U8, re sp e c tiv e ly .
TABLE IV
GPA'S AND AVERAGE QUARTERS NEEDED FOR GRADUATION
Major No. P e rcen t GPA Q u arte rs
H ealth  and P h y s ica l Education 25 hl% 2.U1 111.3
B usiness A dm in istra tion 11 21 2.82 13 .5
H is to ry  and P o l i t i c a l  Science 9 17 2.72 13 .1
Education 5 9 2.1i0 15.8
Science 2 k 2.81 13.5
F o re s try 1 2 2.Li8 15 .0
TOTALS 53 100* 2.56 l l i . l
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Although n o t in d ic a te d  on th e  p rev ious ta b le s ,  i t  was in te r e s t in g  
to  n o te  th a t  on ly  11 f in a n c ia l ly  aided  a th le te s  graduated  in  1 2 .0  quar­
t e r s ,  w hile i t  took s ix  a th le te s  up to  18 .0  q u a r te rs  to  g rad u a te . Such 
a range o f q u a r te rs  needed f o r  g raduation  in d ic a te s  t h a t  i t  i s  q u ite  
unusual f o r  f in a n c ia l ly  aided  a th le te s  to  g raduate  in  th e  custom ary 12 .0  
q u a r te r s .  T h is  f a c t  may le n d  some support f o r  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f f in a n c ia l  
a id  beyond th e  ty p ic a l  fo u r-y e a r  a th le t i c  sc h o la rsh ip .
6 . What was th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  
p la y e rs  during  th e  m ajor q u a r te r  o f  com petition  during  th i s  p e rio d  o f 
time?
Table V re v e a ls  th e  average q u a r te r  hours taken  and th e  GPA of 
f in a n c ia l ly  aided  a th le te s  during  th e i r  m ajor q u a r te r  o f  com petition .
As p re v io u s ly  shown in  Table I ,  th e  cum ulative GPA o f  f in a n c ia l ly  aided 
f o o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e rs  was 2.1*0. However, as  shown in  Table V, 
th e  combined GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided  fo o tb a ll  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  
du ring  th e i r  m ajor q u a r te r  o f com petition  dec lined  to  2 .19 . T herefo re , , 
one could in te r p r e t  th e  d iffe re n c e  o f .21 o f a  grade p o in t  as a  n eg a tiv e  
e f f e c t  o f a th le t i c  com petition  on s c h o la s tic  achievement during  th e  
m ajor q u a r te r  o f co m p etitio n . This d iffe re n c e  as  measured by th e  " z" 
sco re  was s ig n if ic a n t  a t  th e  .05 le v e l  o f  confidence. The cum ulative 
GPA during  th e  m ajor q u a r te r  o f com petition  f o r  th e  f in a n c ia l ly  aided 
f o o tb a l l  group was 2 .1k . T h is  re p re se n ts  a  d e c lin e  o f  .23 o f a  grade 
p o in t  from th e  cum ulative team GPA. The low est GPA’s during  th e  m ajor 
q u a r te r  o f  com petition  f o r  th e  fo o tb a ll  p la y e rs  were r e g is te re d  th e  l a s t  
two y e a rs  of th e  s tudy . More s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  th e  com petitive  GPA of th e  
f o o tb a l l  group dec lin ed  .26 o f a  grade p o in t during  th e  1967 fo o tb a l l
TAHLE V
AVERAGE HOURS TAKEN AND GPA DURING MAJOR QUARTER OF COMPETITION
F o o tb a ll B ask e tb a ll
Tear Team
GPA
Com petitive
GPA
Hours
Taken
Team
GPA
Com petitive
GPA
Hours
Taken
1969-1966 2.9U 2.39 19 2.91 2.31 19.1
1966-1967 2.U0 2.26 19.9 2,92 2.37 l l i . 7
1967-1968 2.36 2.10 1U.9 2.9U 2.31 l l i . l
1968-1969 2.2U 1.99 H i.9 2.3U 2.23 19.8
CUMULATIVE 2.37 2.1U l i t . 9 2.U8 2.31 H*.9
Combined F o o tb a ll and B ask e tb a ll com petitive  GPA . 0  •  •  0  •  a . 2.19
S f o r  F o o tb a ll p la y e rs  was . . .
S fo r  B ask e tb a ll p la y e rs  was . .
S fo r  combined F o o tb a ll and B ask e tb a ll p la y e rs  was
season and d ec lin ed  .29 o f a  grade p o in t during  th e  1968 fo o tb a l l  season . 
This d iffe re n c e  among fo o tb a ll  p la y e rs  was h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  a t  th e  .01 
le v e l  o f  confidence. During th e  l a t t e r  season th e  GPA of th e  f o o tb a l l  
p la y e rs  d ec lin ed  to  l e s s  than a  "C" average. As fu r th e r  shown in  Table 
V, th e  GPA o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  was a ffe c te d  to  a 
la rg e r  d e c lin e  during  th e  1969-66 and 1967-68 b a s k e tb a ll  seasons. The 
cum ulative GPA during  th e  q u a r te r  o f  com petition  dec lin ed  .17 o f a  grade 
p o in t from th e  cum ulative team GPA. The d iffe re n c e  among b a sk e tb a ll  
p la y e rs  was h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  a t  th e  .01 le v e l  o f  confidence. In  a d d i­
t io n ,  th e  mean number o f q u a rte r  hours taken  f o r  bo th  b a sk e tb a ll  and
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fo o tb a ll  teams was 1U.9 during  th e  q u a r te r  o f  com petition . Data obtained  
in  th e  study  concurs w ith  th a t  rep o rted  by T u t t le  and Beebee (3 5 ). In  
th a t  s tu d y , th e  au tho rs  rep o rted  th a t  s c h o la s tic  averages a t  th e  Univer­
s i t y  o f Iowa were n e g a tiv e ly  a f fe c te d  during  th e  q u a rte r  o f  com petition .
\
A study by S te c k le in  and Dameron (3k) found th e  GPA earned by  a th le te s  
a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of M innesota du ring  th e  m ajor q u a rte r  o f com petition  
dec lin ed  although  the  d ec lin e  was termed by th e  au tho rs  a s  being n e g l i ­
g ib le  .
7 . What was th e  GPA o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided t r a n s f e r  a th le te s  
during  th i s  p e rio d  of time?
In fo rm ation  r e l a t iv e  to  th e  above questio n  appears on Table V I.
An exam ination of th a t  ta b le  w i l l  re v e a l th a t  a  t o t a l  o f 71 t r a n s f e r  
a th le te s  were given f in a n c ia l  a id  during  th e  y ea rs  1965-1969. Of th a t  
t o t a l ,  69 p e rc e n t p a r t ic ip a te d  in  fo o tb a ll  and 31 p e rc e n t p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  b a s k e tb a l l .  I t  should a lso  be recognized th a t  o f  th e  50 t r a n s f e r
TABLE VI 
GPA OF TRANSFER PLATERS
Tear
F o o tb a ll B asketba ll Combined
No. GPA No. GPA No. GPA
1965-1966 7 2.28 8 2.U8 15 2.39
1966-1967 6 2.16 k 2.1<1» 10 2.29
1967-1968 26 2.26 U 2.07 30 2.25
1968-1969 11 2.0l* 5 2.26 16 2.11
CUMULATIVE 50 2.20 21 2.35 71 2 . 28
22
f o o tb a l l  p la y e rs  th a t  have been given f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e  from 1965-69 
approxim ately 75 p e rc e n t en ro lle d  during th e  l a s t  two y ears  o f t h i s  
s tu d y . A lso, th e  cum ulative GPA o f  th e  71 t r a n s f e r  s tu d en t a th le te s  
was 2 .2 8 . This i s  s l ig h t ly  h ig h er (.06 ) than  th e  mean GPA recorded  by 
th e  a th le te s  upon t r a n s f e r  to  th e  U n iv e rsity  o f Montana. The cum ulative
GPA o f th e  f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  were 2.20 and 2 .35 , resp ec­
t i v e ly .  However, i t  should be no ted  th a t  from 1965 through 1969 th e  
GPA o f the  t r a n s f e r  f o o tb a ll  group dec lin ed  from 2.28 to  2.0l* and the
GPA o f th e  t r a n s f e r  b a s k e tb a ll  group dec lined  from 2.1*8 to  2 .2 6 . This
in d ic a te s  a GPA d iffe re n c e  over a perio d  o f fo u r  y e a rs  o f .21* and .22 
o f a  grade p o in t ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  I t  should a lso  be no ted  th a t  th e  
t r a n s f e r  f o o tb a l l  group su ffe re d  i t s  g re a te s t  d e c lin e  during th e  1968- 
1969 academic y e a r  when i t s  GPA dropped .22 o f a  grade p o in t .  More 
s ig n if ic a n t  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  GPA o f  th e  t r a n s f e r  b a sk e tb a ll  group 
d ec lin ed  .37 o f a  grade p o in t  during the  1967-68 season.
8 . Did th e  GPA o f t r a n s f e r  and n o n - tra n s fe r  f in a n c ia l ly  aided 
f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  d i f f e r  during th i s  time period?
The GPA o f 71 t r a n s f e r  a th le te s  was 2 .28 , which was low er than 
th e  cum ulative GPA of 2.1*5 of 7l* n o n -tra n s fe r  f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s .  
T his d iffe re n c e  was s ig n if ic a n t  a t  the  .05 le v e l  o f confidence, as  shown 
by th e  " z" sc o re . A p o ss ib le  exp lanation  m ight be th a t  r e c ru i t in g  e f ­
f o r t s  have been d ire c te d  toward tra n s f e r  a th le te s  who were m arginal 
s tu d e n ts . The t r a n s f e r  a th le te  may be th e  s tu d en t who was unable to  
e n ro l l  in  a la r g e r  u n iv e rs i ty  because of a poor academic record  and, 
th e re fo re , he may s e le c t  a  school w ith minimal academic en trance r e ­
quirem ents. I t  i s  the f e e l in g  o f t h i s  au thor t h a t  m arginal t r a n s f e r
23
TABLE VII
GPA OF TRANSFER AND NON-TRANSFER PLAYERS
Year T ran sfe r N on-Transfer
1965-1966 2.39 2.60
1966-1967 2.29 2.31
1967-1968 2.25 2.U8
1968-1969 2.11 2.20
CUMULATIVE 2.28 2.1*5
S f o r  t r a n s f e r s  was . . . . . .
S f o r  n o n - tra n s fe rs  was . . . .
. . .30
 . .51
s tu d en ts  w il l  down-grade both  a th le t i c s  and ed u ca tio n a l e f f o r t s  o f th e  
U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana.
9. What was th e  w ithdraw al r a t e  o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  
and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  during th i s  p e rio d  of tim e?
Tw enty-five p e rcen t o f th e  li*5 f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  w ith ­
drew from th e  U n iv e rs ity  between th e  school y e a rs  1965-1969. Although 
no attem pt was made to  determ ine th e  reasons f o r  these  w ithdraw als, th e  
fo llow ing  o b se rv a tio n s  may r e f l e c t  some in s ig h t  as to  why th e  a th le te s  
withdrew. Some a th le te s  may have withdrawn because o f  f a i lu r e  to  make 
th e  team. They may have completed t h e i r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  sp o rt and 
d id  n o t ca re  to  complete co lleg e  a t  t h i s  tim e. They may have been i n ­
ju re d  in  a  sp o rt and could n o t p a r t ic ip a te  any lo n g er even though a
sch o la rsh ip  was r e ta in e d . F in a l ly ,  some may have withdrawn to  pursue 
a d d itio n a l c a re e r  t r a in in g .
The combined GPA of th e  36 w ithdraw als was 2.17} w ith in  t h i s  
group, the  f in a n c ia l ly  aided fo o tb a ll  and b a sk e tb a ll  t r a n s f e r  p la y e rs  
earned an even low er combined GPA o f 2 .10 . I t  i s  im portan t to  n o te  
th a t  75 p e rc e n t of the w ithdraw als were fo o tb a ll  p la y e rs 5 o f  th e se , 70 
p e rcen t were t r a n s f e r  f o o tb a l l  p la y e rs .
S te c k le in  and Dameron ( 3U) rep o rted  th a t  th e  dropout r a te  fo r  
a th le te s  was 6 .5  p e rce n t o f the  t o t a l  enro llm ent w hile th e  dropout r a te  
fo r  n o n -a th le te s  was lU.U p e rc e n t o f the  to ta l  en ro llm en t.
TABLE V III
ATHLETES THAT WITNDREW FROM THE UNIVERSITY
A ll P lay e r W ithdrawals T ra n sfe r  W ithdrawals
Year F o o tb a ll B asketba ll F o o tb a ll B ask e tb a ll
No. GPA No. GPA No. GPA No. GPA
1965-1966 h 2.5U h 2.31 2 2.07 2 2 .0U
1966-1967 8 2.10 3 2.30 3 2.03 3 2 . 2U
1967-1968 12 2.11 2 2.06 12 2.12 1 2.17
1968-1969 3 1.83 - — 2 1.88 - —
CUMULATIVE 27 2 . Ill 9 2.25 19 2.08 6 2.16
Combined F o o tb a ll and B ask e tb a ll o f A ll P lay e rs  . . . . . . .  2.17
Combined F o o tb a ll and B ask e tb a ll T ransfer P la y e rs  . . . . . .  2.10
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I t  would be in te r e s t in g  to  secure what percen tage of th e  t o t a l  
u n iv e rs ity  enro llm en t witndrew from co lleg e  p r io r  to  com pletion . These 
f a c t s ,  which were n o t r e a d i ly  a v a ila b le  to  th e  au th o r, could be compared 
to  th e  w ithdraw al r a te  o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided  a th le te s  to  determ ine a more 
m eaningful s t a t i s t i c  r e la t iv e  to  t h i s  q u e s tio n .
CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The purpose of t h i s  study  was to  determ ine th e  s c h o la s tic  
achievement o f f in a n c ia l ly  a ided  fo o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  a th le te s  a t  
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana during  the  school y ea rs  1965 through 1969* 
I n i t i a l l y ,  su b je c ts  were id e n t i f ie d  and ca teg o rized  according to  sp o rt 
involvem ent, namely f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a l l .  Of th e  1U5 f in a n c ia l ly  
aided a th le te s ,  105 were f o o tb a l l  p la y e rs  and UO were b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs . 
Each s u b je c t 's  t r a n s c r ip t  was examined to  determ ine GPA during  a tte n d ­
ance in  schoo l. GPA's were compared according to  predeterm ined c l a s s i ­
f ic a t io n s .  The fo llow ing  comparisons were made? ( l )  Did f in a n c ia l ly  
aided a th le te s  in  f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  d i f f e r  from th e  undergraduate 
male s tu d en ts  in  o v e r -a l l  GPA during  th i s  p e rio d  o f time? (2) Did 
f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  in  f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  d i f f e r  from th e  
undergraduate male and fem ale u n iv e r s i ty  p o p u la tio n  in  o v e r -a l l  GPA 
during  th i s  perio d  o f time? (3) Did f in a n c ia l ly  aided fo o tb a l l  p la y e rs  
d i f f e r  from f in a n c ia l ly  aided b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e rs  in  o v e r -a l l  GPA during  
th i s  p erio d  o f time? (U) Did th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a ll  and 
b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  d i f f e r  w ith  re sp e c t to  t h e i r  m ajor f i e ld  o f study  
during  th i s  p erio d  o f time? (5) Did th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided 
fo o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e rs ,  th a t  graduated during th e  y ea rs  1965- 
1969, d i f f e r  in  r e la t io n  to  t h e i r  m ajor f i e ld  of study? (6) What was 
th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  during
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th e  m ajor q u a r te r  o f  com petition  during th i s  p e rio d  o f  tim e? (?) What 
was th e  GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided  t r a n s f e r  a th le te s  during  th i s  p e rio d  
of tim e? (8) Did th e  GPA o f t r a n s f e r  and n o n - tra n s fe r  f in a n c ia l ly  
aided fo o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  d i f f e r  during t h i s  tim e p eriod?
(9) What was th e  w ithdraw al r a t e  o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided fo o tb a ll  and 
b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  during th i s  p erio d  o f time?
Each su b je c t was examined and ca teg o rized  w ith  th e  re sp e c tiv e  
team. A nalysis o f th e  d a ta , u sing  th e  a r ith m e tic  mean form ula f o r  the 
average GPA and th e  averaging means form ula f o r  th e  cum ulative and com­
bined GPA t o t a l s ,  produced th e  team and in d iv id u a l mean GPAj. f u r th e r  
a n a ly s is  y ie ld e d  in d iv id u a l,  cum ulative, and combined averages.
Data ob ta ined  were organized  in to  ta b le s  in  o rd e r to  p re se n t a 
more v iv id  a n a ly s is .  Conclusions and recommendations fo r  f u r th e r  study 
were made in  r e la t io n  to  th e  d a ta  ob ta in ed .
Conclusions
From an exam ination o f  th e  d a ta  secured in  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  
th e  fo llow ing conclusions seem te n a b le .
1 . There were n e g lig ib le  d iffe re n c e s  in  GPA between f in a n c ia l ly  
aided f o o tb a l l  and b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e rs  and undergraduate male s tu d en ts  
a t  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana, from 1965-1969.
2. The cum ulative GPA o f both  male and fem ale undergraduate 
s tu d e n ts  was s l i g h t ly  h ig h er than  the  GPA o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  
and b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e rs  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Montana during th i s  tim e 
p e r io d .
3. While th e re  has been a  steady  in c re a se  in  GPA of th e  under­
graduate  male and fem ale s tu d e n ts , th e re  has been a  steady  d ec lin e  in
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th e  combined GPA o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided  f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  
from 1965-1969 a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana.
U. The GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided  b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  has g e n e ra lly
been h ig h er than  th a t  o f  th e  undergraduate m ale, and combined male and 
fem ale s tu d en t body.
5 . The GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  p la y e rs  has g e n e ra lly  
been low er than th a t  o f th e  combined male and fem ale s tu d en t body.
6 . The GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided  b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  has g e n e ra lly
been h ig h e r , although n o t s ig n i f ic a n t ly  d i f f e r e n t ,  than f in a n c ia l ly
aided fo o tb a ll  p la y e rs  a t  th e  U h iv e rs ity  o f Montana during  1965-1969.
7 . The la r g e s t  p o r tio n  o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a sk e t­
b a l l  p la y e rs  m ajored in  H ealth  and P h y sica l Education, H is to ry  and 
P o l i t i c a l  Science, and B usiness A dm in istra tion  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
Montana during th i s  time p e r io d .
8 . The la r g e s t  group o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided a th le te s  who graduated 
from 1965-1969 majored in  H ealth  and P h y sica l E ducation .
9 . F in a n c ia lly  aided f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs  who gradu­
a ted  averaged 1U.1 q u a r te rs  o f  a ttendance b e fo re  com pleting requirem ents 
f o r  a  degree .
10. The GPA of f in a n c ia l ly  aided fo o tb a ll  and b a s k e tb a ll  p la y e rs
was s ig n i f ic a n t ly  lower during  the  m ajor q u a rte r  o f com petition  a t  th e
U n iv e rs ity  of Montana during  1965-1969.
11. The GPA o f f in a n c ia l ly  aided fo o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a ll  t r a n s f e r
s tu d en ts  was s ig n i f ic a n t ly  low er than th a t  o f  th e  n o n - tra n s fe r  f in a n c i ­
a l l y  aided fo o tb a ll  and b a sk e tb a ll  p la y e rs  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of Montana 
during  1965-1969.
12. A la rg e r  p o r tio n  o f t r a n s f e r  a th le te s  than n o n - tra n s fe r  
a th le te s  withdrew from th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Montana from 1965-1969.
Recommendations
Based upon th e  f in d in g s  o f  t h i s  study , th e  fo llow ing recommends 
t io n s  a re  made:
1 . The w ithdraw al r a te  o f a l l  a th le te s  should be compared to  
the w ithdraw al r a t e  o f th e  e n t i r e  •undergraduate s tu d en t p o p u la tio n .
2. A comparison should be made between a ll  a th le te s  and th e  
e n t i r e  undergraduate s tu d en t p o p u la tio n  r e l a t iv e  to  th e  average number 
o f  q u a r te rs  needed f o r  g rad u a tio n .
3. A comparison should be made between a l l  a th le te s  and th e  
e n t i r e  undergraduate s tu d en t p o p u la tio n  r e la t iv e  to  th e  p ro p o rtio n  of 
degrees earned .
H. F u r th e r  s tu d ie s  should invo lve  a  comparison between f in a n ­
c i a l l y  aided  a th le te s  and n o n -f in a n c ia lly  a ided  a th le te s .
0 . More ap p ro p ria te  s e le c tio n  dev ices should s e r io u s ly  be 
considered  f o r  a l l  t r a n s f e r  a th le te s  p r io r  to  en trance  a t  the U niver­
s i t y  of Montana.
6 . S erious co n sid e ra tio n  should be given to  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f 
p rov id ing  f in a n c ia l  a id  to  a th le te s  f o r  more th an  12 q u a r te rs .
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